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"The challenge of ending child abuse is the challenge of breaking the link between adults' problems and children's pain." I N N O C E N T I R E P O RT C A R D I S S U E N O. 5
ᔡ Almost 3,500 children under the age of 15 die from maltreatment (physical abuse and neglect) every year in the industrialized world. Two children die from abuse and neglect every week in Germany and the United Kingdom, three a week in France, four a week in Japan, and 27 a week in the United States (Figure 2 ).
ᔡ The risk of death by maltreatment is approximately three times greater for the under-ones than for those aged 1 to 4, who in turn face double the risk of those aged 5 to 14 ( Figure 8 ).
ᔡ A small group of countries -Spain, Greece, Italy, Ireland and Norway -appear to have an exceptionally low incidence of child maltreatment deaths (Figure 1b ).
ᔡ Five nations -Belgium, the Czech Republic, New Zealand, Hungary, and France -have levels of child maltreatment deaths that are four to six times higher than the average for the leading countries.Three countries -the United States, Mexico, and Portugal -have rates that are between 10 and 15 times higher than the average for the leading countries ( Figure 1b ).
ᔡ Inconsistencies of classification and a lack of common definitions and research methodologies mean that little internationally comparable data exist and that the extent of child maltreatment is almost certainly under represented by the statistics.
ᔡ Child deaths from maltreatment appear to be in decline in the great majority of countries in the industrialized world ( Figure 5 ).
international movement now mobilising around this issue. Meeting in its first ever Special Session devoted to the problems facing children in May of 2002, the UN General Assembly summed up that issue in one succinct sentence: "Societies must end all forms of violence against children." And to advance this cause, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan has since appointed Sergio Pinheiro of Brazil to lead an independent worldwide study of violence against children.
Weighed against the scale and severity of the problems that will be investigated by Dr. Pinheiro and his team, the banning of physical punishment in a handful of the world's richest nations might seem an insignificant, even trivial matter. But this would be to underestimate the effect it has already had and the wider importance of the message it has sent out.
The seven OECD countries that have taken this step have provoked a worldwide debate.They are persuaded, and are persuading others, that legalized violence towards children is a breach of human rights even when it takes place within the home.They are convinced that removing the bottom rungs will make the ladder of serious child abuse more difficult to climb.They are voicing their agreement with the International Committee on the Rights of the Child when it says that "toleration of violence in one sphere makes it difficult to resist in another." And, finally, they are persuaded that physical punishment, far from being a socialising discipline, is a very effective way of teaching bad behaviour -a memorable lesson in the legitimacy of violence as a means of resolving conflicts and asserting will.
Several more countries are close to introducing similar measures. If and when these countries move to bring in the necessary legislation, they will be showing the world that they are taking their obligations under the Convention on the Rights of the Child seriously, and strengthening the message that the goal of ending violence towards children in all its forms can be advanced by every parent in every country and that a culture of non-violence towards children can and should be built from the ground up. ᔡ
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One small step
The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child is widely regarded as the most specific and progressive human rights treaty ever adopted. Ratified by almost every country in the world, it rejects cultural relativism in favour of universal human rights that transcend cultural, religious, historical and economic differences in order to set a minimum standard of protection and respect to which all children are entitled.
Today, the Convention is more honoured in the breach than in the observance; children continue to be malnourished, to succumb to preventable disease, to be denied even an elementary education; they continue to be exploited, prostituted, raped, and sold; and they continue to be abused in wars and workplaces, in child care institutions and in homes.
The hope has always been that the Convention would become a common rallying point in all nations, building public and political pressure for change and gradually closing the gap between its ideals and the realities of national law and practice. In this way, it may one day become the accepted standard below which any civilised nation, rich or poor, will be ashamed to fall.
The concluding section of this Innocenti Report Card shows this process beginning in one specific area and in a limited number of countries. Again and again over the last decade, the Convention has been cited by non-governmental organizations, parliaments and law courts as a basis for outlawing all forms of physical punishment of children (see pages 23 to 28).The countries that have so far enacted such legislation -Austria, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Iceland, Norway and Sweden -have therefore brought their national laws into alignment with Article 19 of the Convention which requires that children be protected against "
all forms of physical and mental violence … while in the care of parent(s), legal guardians(s) or any other person who has the care of the child."
Some would say their example represents only a minor advance in the protection of children against violence. But it nonetheless represents a significant breakthrough for the wider
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Figure 1a Unrevised league table of child deaths from maltreatment
The table shows the annual number of deaths from maltreatment among children under the age of 15 years averaged over a five year period and expressed per 100,000 children in the age group. Data are for the most recent five year period during the 1990s for which information is available for each country. (Details of the data and calculations are given on page 33.)
Figure 1b Revised league table of child deaths from maltreatment
The table shows the annual number of deaths from maltreatment (dark part of bar) combined with those classified as 'of undetermined intent' (pale part of bar). The data are for children under the age of 15 years averaged over five years expressed per 100,000 children in the age group. The table gives 
Child maltreatment deaths in rich nations
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Is the physical abuse of children more 
Do we trust the figures?
Maltreatment deaths may seem an unambiguous category on which to base international comparison; but the problem is that it is only the death that is clear and uniform -not the cause, or the
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The Innocenti Report Cards investigate child well-being in rich nations. The series draws data from the 30 members of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the group of countries that produce two-thirds of the world's goods and services.
A variety of different sources and types of data are available to those attempting to study the maltreatment of children. However, the data are very varied in quality.
Official statistics
These are data from national administrative records. In cases where a child dies the death is Measuring maltreatment: the data sources
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process by which it is reported, or the rigour with which it is investigated, or the criteria by which it is classified. 
0.6 to 1.0 per 100,000. Near the bottom of the league falls a group of five countries -Belgium, the Czech Republic, New Zealand, Hungary, and
France -with revised rates of between as opposed to 'accident').
An OECD overview
Using data from the revised league table, The table shows the total number of maltreatment deaths among children under the age of 15 and those under the age of one year. The totals are for a five year period and include deaths that have been classified as 'of undetermined intent' as in Figure 1b . 
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importance of the two categories. No internationally comparable data yet exist to allow these 3,500 fatalities a year to be broken down into deaths from physical abuse and deaths from neglect.
But within individual nations, attempts
have been made to assess the relative The dark bars show the annual number of deaths from maltreatment averaged over a five year period during the 1990s (as Figure 1b) Although it is probable that child maltreatment is also in decline, this cannot be deduced from the decline in child 
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Figure 7 Maltreatment deaths and all injury deaths
The table shows the annual death rates from maltreatment (including 'undetermined') and the rates from all injuries (including those resulting from maltreatment). Rates for maltreatment deaths are for children under the age of 15 years averaged over a five year period during the 1990s. Rates for all injury deaths are among 1 to 14 year-olds in 1991-95. All rates are expressed per 100,000 children in the age group. Dark blue denotes the worst performing countries, medium blue the average performers and light blue the best. Death has dominated this discussion so far, as it tends to dominate so much of the discussion on child abuse and neglect.
In part this is because the deaths of children at the hands of those who are supposed to be caring for them represents a shocking extreme which compels the attention of press and public. But in part, also, it is because death is a definite, For the majority of families, these stresses and vulnerabilities gradually lessen as The table shows the number of deaths from maltreatment (including 'undetermined') over five years per 100,000 children throughout the OECD countries as a whole. 
Figure 8b Victims by age
The chart shows the percentage of maltreatment deaths that occur in each of three age groups throughout the OECD countries as a whole. The data are over a five year period and include deaths that are classified as 'of undetermined intent'.
Age under 1 24%
Age 1 to 4 31% 
Age 5 to 14 45%
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Figure 9
The physical maltreatment 'iceberg'
For every one death from maltreatment among children under the age of 15 years in Australia during 1999-2000 there were 150 cases of physical abuse that were substantiated following investigation. 
Figure 11b Family type and physical maltreatment
The table shows the risk of a child experiencing physical abuse when living in a single female parent household, a single male parent household or in any other family structure. The risk is expressed as being relative to the average risk of physical maltreatment among children in the population as a whole. The data refer to substantiated cases of maltreatment in Canada in 1998 (dark bars) and Australia in 1995/6 (pale bars). The data do not identify the person perpetrating the maltreatment but the home circumstances of the child victim.
Risk relative to the average risk of physical maltreatment among children in the population as a whole 
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Figure 12 Family income and physical maltreatment
The 
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Figure 13 Physical punishment of children -the legislation record
The table shows whether or not national legislation has been enacted concerning the physical punishment of children. Column 1 identifies countries that have introduced, in civil law, an explicit ban on the use of physical punishment. Column 2 identifies countries where a specific defence remains in either common law or in statute for parents and others who use physical punishment and shows those countries that have acted to remove such a defence. Columns 3, 4, 5, and 6 identify countries where physical punishment is against the law in the home, in schools, in the penal system and within other types of childcare provision. 39 
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The United Nations Committee on the 
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Data Welfare reform and child abuse
Box 7
This is largely drawn from S. 
